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where we were at, whether we were still at Chaumont or Laon,
whether peace had not been made, and whether we were
involved in a quarrel with someone. All replied that they did
not attribute to the word "Allies" any meaning contrary to the
actual state of relations between us, and that they had only
used it for brevity's sake. Upon which I made it clear that
however valuable brevity might be, it was not worth the cost
of inexactitude.
As for the contents of the protocol, it was a web of meta-
physical reasonings which attempted to assert the value of
claims still based on treaties unknown to us. To discuss these
reasonings and claims was to dive into a sea of dispute; I
realized that it was necessary to reject the whole thing with
a peremptory argument; I read several paragraphs and then
said: "I do not understand." I read them again sedately, with
the look of a man who seeks to penetrate the meaning of
something; and I said that I did not understand any better. I
added: "For me, there are two dates with nothing between
them: May 30, when the assembly of Congress was stipulated,
and October i, when it is to meet. Everything which has been
done in the interval is unknown to me and does not exist for
me." The plenipotentiaries1 reply was that they cared little
about the document, and they did not in the last mind elim-
inating it, which led to an observation from M. de Labrador
that, nevertheless, they had signed it. They took it back, M.
de Metternich put it away, and there was no further question
of it.
After having withdrawn that document, they produced an-
other. It was the draft of a declaration which M. de Labrador
and I were to sign with them if we accepted it. Following a
long preamble on the necessity for simplifying and abbrevi-
ating the task of the Congress, and protestations that they
had no desire to impinge on anyone's rights, the declaration
asserted that the questions before the Congress were to be
divided into two parts, for each of which a committee was to
be formed, to which the interested states could address them-
selves, and that when the two committees had completed all
the work, the Congress would then be assembled for the first
time, and everything would be submitted to its sanction.
This declaration was obviously intended to put the four